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Five people
Charged in Argentina over death 
of singer Liam Payne

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 5 -5 SNY
Colombo 31 25 LR
Dhaka 26 16 LC
Dubai 25 21 SNY
Houston 21 9 SNY
Istanbul 11 3 LC
London 12 11 LC

Los Angeles 19 9 SNY
Melbourne 21 14 SNY
Moscow 1 -4 LS
New York 10 9 SNY
Singapore 31 26 LR
Toronto 4 2 LR
Washington 8 4 LC

De facto Syrian leader says polls after four years, plans to dissolve HTS
BEIRUT

SYRIA’s de facto leader said  on 
Sunday it could take up to four 
years to hold elections in Syria, 
and that he plans to dissolve his 
Islamist group that led the 
country’s insurgency at an an-
ticipated national dialogue 
summit for the country.

Ahmad al-Sharaa, who leads 
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, the 
group leading the new author-

ity in Syria, made the remarks 
in an interview with Saudi tel-
evision network Al-Arabiyya. 

It comes almost a month af-
ter a lightning insurgency led 
by HTS overthrew President 
Bashar Assad’s decades-long 
rule, ending the country’s up-
rising-turned civil war that 
started back in 2011.

Al-Sharaa said it would take 
time to hold elections because 
of  the need for Syria’s different 

forces to hold political dialogue 
and rewrite the country’s con-
stitution following five decades 
of  the Assad dynasty’s dictato-
rial rule. Also, the war-torn 
country’s battered infrastruc-
ture needs to be reconstructed, 
he said. “The chance we have 
today doesn’t come every 5 or 10 
years,” said al-Sharaa, former-
ly known as Abu Mohammed 
al-Golani. “We want the consti-
tution to last for the longest  

Al-Sharaa is Syria’s de facto 
leader until March 1, when Syr-
ia’s different factions are set to 
hold a political dialogue to de-
termine the country’s political 
future and establish a transi-
tional government that brings 
the divided country together. 
There, he said, HTS will dis-
solve after years of  being the 
country’s most dominant rebel 
group that held a enclave in the 
country’s northwest.  AP

Portraits of missing people 
plastered across a monument 
in Damascus |  AP

Appeals court upholds $5mn award 
in sex abuse verdict against Trump
A three-judge panel rejected prez-elect’s claim that trial court had made multiple errors

NEW YORK

A federal appeals court on Mon-
day upheld a jury’s finding in a 
civil case that Donald Trump 
sexually abused a columnist in 
an upscale department store 
dressing room in the mid-
1990s.

The 2nd US Circuit Court of  
Appeals issued a written opin-
ion upholding the $5 million 
award that the Manhattan jury 
granted to E Jean Carroll for 
defamation and sexual abuse.

The longtime magazine col-
umnist had testified at a 2023 
trial that Trump turned a 
friendly encounter in spring 
1996 into a violent attack after 
they playfully entered the 
store’s dressing room.

Trump skipped the trial af-
ter repeatedly denying the at-
tack ever happened. But he 
briefly testified at a follow-up 
defamation trial earlier this 
year that resulted in an $83.3 
million award. 

The second trial resulted 
from comments then-President 
Trump made in 2019 after Car-
roll first made the accusations 

publicly in a memoir.
In its ruling, a three-judge 

panel of  the appeals court re-
jected claims by Trump’s law-
yers that trial Judge Lewis A 
Kaplan had made multiple de-
cisions that spoiled the trial, 
including his decision to allow 
two other women who had ac-
cused Trump of  sexually abus-
ing them to testify.

The judge also had allowed 
the jury to view the infamous 
“Access Hollywood” tape in 
which Trump boasted in 2005 
about grabbing women’s geni-
tals because when someone is a 
star, “you can do anything.”

“We conclude that Mr Trump 
has not demonstrated that the 
district court erred in any of  
the challenged rulings,” the 
2nd Circuit said. 

“Further, he has not carried 
his burden to show that any 
claimed error or combination 
of  claimed errors affected his 
substantial rights as required 
to warrant a new trial.”

In September, both Carroll, 
81, and Trump, 78, attended 
oral arguments by the 2nd Cir-
cuit. Steven Cheung, a Trump 
spokesperson, said in a state-
ment that Trump was elected 
by voters who delivered “an 
overwhelming mandate, and 
they demand an immediate end 
to the political weaponisation 
of  our justice system and a 
swift dismissal of  all of  the 
Witch Hunts, including the 
Democrat-funded Carroll Hoax, 
which will continue to be 

appealed.” 
Roberta Kaplan, a lawyer 

who represented Carroll dur-
ing the trial and is not related 
to the judge, said in a state-
ment: “Both E Jean Carroll and 
I are gratified by today’s deci-
sion. We thank the Second Cir-
cuit for its careful considera-
t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s ’ 
arguments.”

The first jury found in May 
2023 that Trump sexually 
abused Carroll and defamed 
her with comments he made in 
October 2022. That jury award-
ed Carroll $5 million.

In January, a second jury 
awarded Carroll an additional 
$83.3 million in damages for 
comments Trump had made 
about her while he was presi-
dent, finding that they were 
defamatory. 

That jury had been instruct-
ed by the judge to accept the 
first jury’s finding that Trump 
had sexually abused Carroll.  

Trump testified for under 
three minutes at the second 
trial and was not permitted to 
challenge conclusions reached 
by the May 2023 jury.  AP

E Jean Carroll

SEOUL

SOUTH Korean law enforce-
ment officials requested a court 
warrant on Monday to detain 
impeached President Yoon Suk 
Yeol as they investigate wheth-
er his short-lived martial law 
decree on Dec 3 amounted to 
rebellion.

The Corruption Investiga-
tion Office for High-Ranking 
Officials, which leads a joint in-
vestigation with police and mil-
itary authorities into the power 
grab that lasted only a few 
hours, confirmed it requested 
the warrant from the Seoul 
Western District Court. 

They plan to question Yoon 
on charges of  abuse of  author-
ity and orchestrating a rebel-
lion. AP

Officials seek 
to detain Yoon 
for evading  
questioning

A S I A  M AT T E R S

3 FOREIGNERS 
KILLED IN 
HOTEL FIRE
Three foreigners died and 
seven other people were 
injured after a fire at a 
hotel in a popular tourist 
area of Thailand’s capital, 
city authorities said on 
Monday. One woman died 
in a room and two men at 
hospital after the blaze on 
Sunday night at the 
Ember Hotel near Khao 
San Road, an area popular 
with backpackers and 
budget travellers. Five 
other foreigners and two 
Thai nationals were 
injured, the Bangkok 
Metropolitan 
Administration said. 
Bangkok governor 
Chadchart Sittipunt said 
firefighters rescued some 
75 people with three 
cranes. AFP

DIABETES DRUG 
OZEMPIC IN 
SHORT SUPPLY
The global craze over 
Ozempic as a weight-loss 
solution has hit Malaysia, 
with pharmacies 
experiencing a surge in 
demand for the diabetes 
medication, resulting in a 
shortage, The Straits 
Times reported. Malaysian 
Pharmacists Society 
president Amrahi Buang 
confirmed the shortage, 
attributing it to increased 
demand from non-
diabetic individuals taking 
it for its weight loss 
effects. Amrahi noted that 
Ozempic, while requiring a 
prescription, is somehow 
being accessed by non-
diabetics. “There are many 
who are interested only in 
the drug’s weight loss 
potency,” he said. 

GRAFT NEEDS LONGER 
JAIL, SAYS PRABOWO

President Prabowo Subianto urged 
Indonesian judges to stop being too 
soft on graft convicts, alluding that 
the business tycoon Harvey Moeis 
deserves a longer jail time, Jakarta 

Globe reported. According to 
Prabowo, these wrongdoers even 

deserve to stay in prison for decades, 
especially if their crimes have 

caused losses to the state. 
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SUBMARINER WHO TURNED  
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

PLAINS

NEWLY married and sworn 
as a Naval officer, Jimmy 
Carter left his tiny hometown 
in 1946 hoping to climb the 
ranks and see the world.

  The untimely death of  his 
father, a farmer, brought the 
submariner and his wife, Ro-
salynn, back to a rural life 
they thought they’d escaped.

The lieutenant would never 
be an admiral. Instead, he be-
came commander-in-chief. 
And, years after his presiden-
cy ended in humbling defeat, 
a Nobel Peace Prize laureate. 
The life of  James Earl Carter 
Jr ended on Sunday at 100 
where it began. Plains fuelled 
the rise of  the 39th US presi-
dent, welcomed him after his 
fall and sustained him during 
40 years of  service as a global 
humanitarian.

With an optimism rooted in 
Baptist faith and an engi-
neer’s stubborn confidence, 
Carter showed a missionary 
zeal to solve problems and 
improve lives. “We shouldn’t 
judge presidents by how pop-

ular they are in their day,” 
Carter biographer Jonathan 
Alter said. “We should judge 
them by how they changed 
the country and the world for 
the better. On that score, Jim-
my Carter is not in the first 
rank of  American presidents, 
but he stands up quite well.”  
 Many Americans judged his 
presidency ineffective for 
failing to end an energy cri-
sis, turn around the economy 
or quickly bring American 

hostages home from Tehran.
He won widespread admi-

ration instead for The Carter 
Centre which has advocated 
for public health, human 
rights and democracy since 
1982 and the many years he 
and Rosalynn swung ham-
mers with Habitat for Hu-
manity. Carter’s allies rel-
ished that he and Rosalynn, 
who died Nov 19, 2023, lived to 
see historians reassess his 
presidency. AP 

JIMMY CARTER           01-10-1924 - 29-12-2024

Pak to build largest 
N-power plant
Islamabad: Pakistan is set 
to construct its largest
nuclear plant for electricity 
generation after the
country’s atomic energy 
regulatory agency issued 
the licence for it. The 
Pakistan Nuclear Regul-
atory Authority issued the 
licence to build Chashma 
Nuclear Power Plant Unit 5 
with a capacity of 1200 
MW.

US announces $2.5 
bn aid to Ukraine
Washington: US President 
Joe Biden on Monday 
unveiled a $2.5 billion 
military aid package for 
Ukraine, as Washington 
races to provide assistance 
before Donald Trump takes 
office in a matter of weeks. 
Monday’s aid includes a 
$1.25 billion military 
“drawdown package,” 
which allows the Pentagon 
to take weapons from US 
stocks and send them 
quickly to the battlefield.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Seoul to inspect all 
737-800 aircraft as 
it searches for clues
SEOUL

SOUTH Korean officials said  on Monday 
they will conduct safety inspections of  all 
Boeing 737-800 aircraft operated by the coun-
try’s airlines, as they struggle to determine 
what caused a plane crash that killed 179 
people a day earlier.

New acting President Choi Sang-mok on 
Monday presided over a task force meeting 
on the crash and instructed authorities to 
conduct an emergency review of  the coun-
try’s aircraft operation systems.

“The essence of  a responsible 
response would be renovat-

ing the aviation safety sys-
tems on the whole to pre-
vent recur rences of  
similar incidents and 
building a safer Republic 

of  South Korea,” said Choi, 
who is also deputy prime min-

ister and finance minister.
South Korea’s Transport Ministry said it 

plans to conduct safety inspections of   
all of  the 101 Boeing 737-800 jetliners oper-
ated by the country’s airlines as well  
as a broader review into safety standards  
at Jeju Air, which operates 39 of  those 
planes. AP


