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Indian-origin men sentenced to jalil,
canned over brawl at Singapore hotel
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Need clarity on security guarantees, Us flight cancels landing at last minute
draft mineral deal not final: Ukraine

Full agreement could hinge on talks in Washington as early as Friday, says Zelenskyy

KYIV

A framework economic deal
with the United States is ready,
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said Wednesday,
but US security guarantees that
Kyiv views as vital for its war
with Russia remain to be de-
cided and a full agreement
could hinge on talks in Wash-
ington as early as Friday.

President Donald Trump
said Zelenskyy will visit the
White House on Friday to sign
the deal that will closely tie the
two countries together for
years to come.

The agreed upon framework
deal is a preliminary step to-
ward a comprehensive agree-
ment that will be subject to rati-
fication by Ukraine’s
parliament, Zelenskyy said dur-
ing a news conference in Kyiv.

Ukraine needs to know first
where the United States stands
on its continued military sup-
port, Zelenskyy said. He said
that he expects to have a wide-
ranging conversation with US
President Donald Trump dur-
ing a visit to Washington.

“This (economic) agreement
may be part of future security
guarantees, but I want to un-
derstand the broader vision.
What awaits Ukraine?” Zelen-

UKRAINE’S
MINERAL

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks to journalists during press

conference in Kyiv on Wednesday | ap

skyy said.

Since returning to office last
month, Trump let Ukraine
know that he wanted some-
thing in return for tens of bil-
lions of dollars in US help to
fend off the full-scale invasion
that Russia launched just over
three years ago on February 24,
2022. The agreement, seen by
The Associated Press, says that
the United States “supports
Ukraine’s efforts to obtain se-
curity guarantees needed to
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of the world’s mineral
resources are in
Ukraine. Not all of

establish lasting peace.”

“Participants will seek to iden-
tify any necessary steps to pro-
tect mutual investments as de-
fined in the ... agreement,” it
says. A White House official
made clear again Wednesday
after Zelenskyy spoke that ac-
cepting the agreement was a
necessary precondition of
Trump’s invitation to Zelen-
skyy to meet on Friday. The of-
ficial spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the
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This-agreement may

invitation.

“This agreement may either
be a great success or quietly
fade away,” Zelenskyy said.
“And I believe success depends
on our conversation with Pres-
ident Trump.” “I want to coor-
dinate with the US,” Zelenskyy
said.

Trump has abruptly ditched
some previous Washington pol-
icies. He scrapped efforts to iso-
late Russian President Vladimir
Putin and cast doubt on US sup-
port for its European allies.

That has brought momentous
geopolitical shifts that could re-
set the war’s path this year.

Zelenskyy said the main top-
ics that he wants to discuss with

to avoid hitting another jet on runway

WASHINGTON

PILOTS on a Southwest Air-
lines flight attempting to land
at Chicago’s Midway Airport
were forced to climb back into
the sky to avoid another
aircraft crossing the
runway on Tuesday
morning.

Airport webcam vid-
eo posted to X shows
the Southwest plane ap-
proaching a runway just
before 9 a.m. Tuesday before
its nose abruptly pulls up. A
smaller jet is seen crossing the
runway that the passenger
plane was set to use.

Southwest Flight 2504 safely
landed “after the crew per-
formed a precautionary go-

around to avoid a possible con-
flict with another aircraft that
entered the runway,” an airline
spokesperson said in an email.
“The crew followed safety pro-
cedures and the flight landed
without incident.”
Audio recording of
communication be-
tween the smaller jet
and the control tower
recorded its pilot mis-
stating instructions
from a ground tower em-
ployee, who repeated that the
pilot should “hold short” of a
runway. About 30 seconds later,
the ground tower ordered the
pilot “hold your position
there.”
The tower employee is then

instructions were to hold short
of runway 31 center.”

Separately, a recording of
communication between the
Southwest crew and another
ground tower employee cap-
tured its pilot reporting “South-
west 2504 going around” and
following directions to climb
back to 3,000 feet.

Seconds later, the audio cap-
tures the pilot asking the tower:
“Southwest 2504, how’d that
happen?”

The second plane, described
as a business jet, entered the
runway without authorization,
according to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration. Flexjet,
the plane’s owner, said the com-
pany is aware “of the occur-

Trump are whether the US
plans to halt military aid and, if
so, whether Ukraine would be
able to purchase weapons di-
rectly from the US.

He also wants to know wheth-
er Ukraine can use frozen Rus-
sian assets for the purchase of
weapons and investments and
whether Washington plans to
lift sanctions on Russia.

Ukrainian Prime Minister
Denys Shmyhal confirmed that
Ukraine and the US have
reached preliminary agreement
on a broad economic deal that
includes US access to rare earth
minerals. AP
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heard saying: “FlexJet560, your rence in Chicago.” AP
iPhone bug suggests N Korea opens doors to
“Trump’ for ‘racist’ group of Chinese tourists

London: Apple is fixing a bug within
the dictation feature on some
iPhones that briefly suggests the
word ‘Trump’ when a word with an R
consonant is spoken, including ‘racist’.
“We are aware of an issue and we are

A small group of Chinese tourists
has visited North Korea in the
past week, making them the first
international travellers to enter
the country in five years except
for a group of Russian tourists
who went to the North last year.
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rolling out a fix today,” Apple said.
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release 625 Palestinian
prisoners.

The official also said the re-
turn of the four bodies “will
take place without public
presence to prevent the occu-
pation from finding any pre-
text for delay or
obstruction”.

Video posted online by Donald Trump shows skyscrappers along a beach

raeli demands, an agreement
was reached with the media-
tors: our four fallen hostages
will be returned tonight...
without Hamas ceremonies,”
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s office said.

Past handover ceremonies
have been held in public spac-

Trump posts Al-generated
clip of Gaza ‘beach resort’

speak in front of crowds.

The spectacles had drawn
outrage in Israel, which halt-
ed the planned release of pris-
oners during last week’s ex-
change to protest what it
called the “humiliating
ceremonies”.

The International Commit-

WASHINGTON

AMERICAN President Don-
ald Trump’s official social
media accounts posted an ap-
parently Al-generated video
depicting war-ravaged Gaza
rebuilt into a seaside resort,
replete with a towering gold-
en statue of himself.

The video, which racked up
more than 15 million views
on Instagram and was shared
thousands of times on
Trump’s Truth Social net-
work by Wednesday morning,
prompted some commenters
to question whether the presi-
dent’s accounts had been
hacked.

The 33-second clip re-
mained on Trump’s accounts
without denial or retraction
hours after the initial posting
on Tuesday night.

The video “Gaza 2025 What’s

them out “in a dignified and
private manner”.

The ceasefire has largely
halted the war sparked by Ha-
mas’s October 7, 2023 attack
on Israel, and has seen 25 hos-
tages released alive so far in
exchange for more than 1,100
prisoners. AFP

Next?” opens with people on a
rubble-strewn street emerg-
ing from a tunnel onto a beach
with palm trees and yachts.

Trump has floated the idea
of a US takeover of Gaza un-
der which its Palestinian pop-
ulation would be relocated —
a proposal met with global
condemnation.

He later appeared to soften
his plan, saying he was only
recommending the idea, and
conceding that the leaders of
Jordan and Egypt — the pro-
posed destinations for relo-
cated Gazans — had rejected
any effort to move Palestini-
ans against their will.

In the social media clip, the
soundtrack includes lyrics
such as “Donald’s coming to
set you free, bringing the light
for all to see”, and “Feast and
dance, the deal is done, Trump
Gaza number one”. AFP

date management, be-
come more efficient and
potentially relocate of- | |2
fices to parts of the coun-
try that are less expen-
sive than Washington.

The memo said agen-
cies should implement | |«
their plans by September
30. Administration offi-
cials framed their effort
as a cost-saving measure
but with a clear ideologi- | |&
cal goal.

“The federal govern-
ment is costly, inefficient,
and deeply in debt. Atthe | |3
same time, it is not pro-
ducing results for the
American public,” said
the memo from Russell
Vought, director of the
White House’s Office of
Management and Budget,
and Charles Ezell, acting
director of the Office of | [y
Personnel Management,
which functions as a hu-
man resources agency.
“Instead, tax dollars are
being siphoned off to
fund unproductive and
unnecessary programs
that benefit radical inter-
est groups while hurting
hard-working American
citizens.” AP
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