
that Trump’s talk of  making 
Canada the 51st US state was “a 
real thing” and tied to desire 
for access to the country’s natu-
ral resources.

“Mr Trump has it in mind 

that the easiest way to do it is 
absorbing our country and it is 
a real thing. In my conversa-
tions with him on ...,” Trudeau 
said, according to CBC, Cana-
da’s  public  broadcaster. 
“They’re very aware of  our re-
sources of  what we have, and 
they very much want to be able 
to benefit from those.”

Speaking to reporters aboard 
Air Force One on Sunday as he 
traveled to the Super Bowl 
game in New Orleans, Trump 
continued to threaten a coun-
try that has long been one of  
the US’s closest allies. He 
claimed that Canada is “not vi-
able as a country” without US 
trade, and warned that the 
founding NATO member can 
no longer depend on the US for 
military protection. AP
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WASHINGTON

PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
said he is serious about want-
ing Canada to become the 51st 
state in an interview that aired 
Sunday during the Super Bowl 
preshow.

“Yeah it is,” Trump told Fox 
News Channel’s Bret Baier 
when asked whether his talk of  
annexing Canada is “a real 
thing” — as Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau re-
cently warned.

“I think Canada would be 
much better off  being the 51st 
state because we lose $200 bil-
lion a year with Canada. And 
I’m not going to let that hap-
pen,” he said. “Why are we pay-
ing $200 billion a year, essen-
tially a subsidy to Canada?”

The US is not subsidising 
Canada. The US buys products 
from the natural resource-rich 
nation, including commodities 
such as oil. While the trade gap 
in goods has ballooned in re-
cent years to $72 billion in 2023, 
the deficit largely reflects 
America’s imports of  Canadian 
energy.

Trump has repeatedly sug-
gested that Canada would be 
better off  if  it agreed to become 
the 51st US state — a prospect 
that is deeply unpopular among 
Canadians.

Trudeau said on Friday dur-
ing a closed-door session with 
business and labour leaders 

Prez asks treasury to 
stop minting new coins
Washington: President Donald 
Trump said he has directed the 
Treasury Department to stop 
minting new pennies, citing the 
cost of producing the one-cent 
coin. “For far too long the United 
States has minted pennies which 
literally cost us more than 2 cents. 
This is so wasteful!” Trump wrote 
in a post Sunday night on his 
Truth Social site. “I have 
instructed my Secretary of the US 
Treasury to stop producing new 
pennies” 

Trump says his offer for Canada  
to become 51st US state is for real
Without American trade, the neighbour is not a viable country: Prez

AIR FORCE ONE

TRUMP repeated his pledge to 
take control of  the Gaza Strip.

“I’m committed to buying 
and owning Gaza. As far as us 
rebuilding it, we may give it to 
other states in the Middle East 
to build sections of  it. Other 
people may do it through our 
auspices. But we’re committed 
to owning it, taking it, and mak-
ing sure that Hamas doesn’t 
move back. There’s nothing to 
move back into. The place is a 
demolition site. The remainder 
will be demolished,” he told re-
porters onboard Air Force 
One.

Trump said Arab nations 
would agree to take in Palestin-
ians after speaking with him 
and insisted Palestinians would 
leave Gaza if  they had a 
choice.

“They don’t want to return to 
Gaza. If  we could give them a 
home in a safer area the only 
reason they’re talking about re-
turning to Gaza is they don’t 
have an alternative. When they 
have an alternative, they don’t 
want to return to Gaza.” 

Trump also suggested he was 
losing patience with the deal 
after seeing the emaciated hos-
tages released this week. AP

Committed to 
buying, owning 
Gaza, says Don 

President Donald Trump holds up a signed proclamation declaring Feb 9 Gulf of 
America Day, after a recent executive order by him to rename the Gulf of Mexico, 
on aboard Air  Force One on Sunday on his way to the Super Bowl in New Orleans. 
Interior Secretary Doug Burgum holds a map of the renamed gulf |  AP

‘Indian hotels in UK hire many illegals’
LONDON

INDIAN restaurants, nail bars, 
convenience stores, and car 
washes were among the targets 
of  what the Home Office on 
Monday described as a ‘UK-
wide blitz’ on illegal working in 
the country.

Home Secretary Yvette Coop-
er said her department’s Immi-

gration Enforcement teams 
had a record-breaking January
as they descended on 828 
premises – a 48% rise compared 
to the previous January, with 
arrests surging to 609, and 
marking a 73% increase from 
the previous year.

The Home Office said that 
while its teams respond to ille-
gal working intelligence in all 

sectors, a significant propor-
tion of  last month’s activity 
took place at restaurants, take-
aways and cafes as well as in 
the food, drink and tobacco 
industry. 

A visit to one Indian restau-
rant in Humberside, northern 
England, alone led to seven ar-
rests and four detentions, it 
noted.  PTI

GAZA CITY

A Hamas spokesman on Mon-
day accused Israel of  violating 
the ceasefire agreement with 
the group, including targeting 
Palestinians in Gaza with air-
strikes, and said that next Sat-
urday’s hostage release would 
be delayed till further notice.

Israel and Hamas are in the 
middke of  a six-week ceasefire 
during which Hamas is releas-
ing dozens of  hostages cap-
tured in its October 7, 2023, at-
t a c k  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  
nearly 2,000 Palestinian 
prisoners.

The sides have carried out 

five swaps since the ceasefire 
went into effect last month, 
freeing 21 hostages and over 730 
prisoners. 

The next exchange was 
scheduled for Saturday, releas-
ing three Israeli hostages in ex-
change for hundreds of  Pales-
tinian prisoners.

Abu Obeida, the spokesper-
son for Hamas’ military wing, 
the Al-Qassam Brigades, ac-
cused Israel on Monday of  sys-
tematically violating the cease-
fire agreement over the past 
three weeks, and said Satur-
day’s  re lease  would  be 
delayed.

“The resistance leadership 

has closely monitored the ene-
my’s violations and its failure 
to uphold the terms of  the 
agreement,” Abu Ubaida said.

“These include delaying the 
return of  displaced people to 
northern Gaza, targeting them 
with shelling and gunfire 
across various areas of  the 
(Gaza) Strip, and failing to al-
low the entry of  humanitarian 
aid in all its forms as agreed.”

Defense Minister Israel Katz 
responded to Hamas’s an-
nouncement on postponing the 
release of  Israeli hostages until 
further notice, saying it is an 
“outright violation of the cease-
fire,” the Times Of  Israel said.

Hamas postpones next swap of 
hostage-prisoner, blames Israel

Kosovo PM hunts for  
allies after failing to win 
majority in Parliament
PRISTINA

KOSOVO Prime Minister Albin 
Kurti’s leftwing party won most 
seats in the weekend parliamen-
tary election but was left without 
a majority in the house, forcing it 
to look for an ally to form the next 
government, according to prelimi-
nary results released Monday.

The vote on Sunday was key in 
determining who will lead Kosovo 
as talks on normalizing ties  
with rival Serbia remain stalled 
and foreign funding for one of  Eu-
rope’s poorest countries is in 
question.

The election marked the first 
time since independence in 2008 
that Kosovo’s parliament complet-
ed a full four-year mandate. It was 
the ninth parliamentary vote in 
Kosovo since the end of  the 1998-
1999 war between Serbian govern-
ment forces and ethnic Albanian 
separatists that pushed Serbian 
forces out following a 78-day NATO 
air campaign.

Serbia does not recognise Kos-
ovo’s independence.

With 88% of  the votes counted, 
Kurti’s Self-Determination Move-
ment Party, or Vetevendosje!, had 
won 41.3%, according to the Cen-
tral Election Commission, the elec-
tion governing body.

The Democratic Party of  Kos-
ovo, or PDK, whose main leaders 
are detained at a Netherlands-
based international criminal tri-
bunal in The Hague and accused 
of  war crimes, won 21.8% of  the 
vote.

Next, with 17.8% support is the 
Democratic League of  Kosovo, or 
LDK, the oldest party in the  
country. The LDK lost much of  its 
support after the death in 2006 of  
its leader, Ibrahim Rugova. The Al-
liance for Kosovo’s Future of  
former Prime Minister Ramush 
Haradinaj garnered 7.7% of  the 
votes.

Still, Kurti was upbeat, though 
his remarks gave nothing away 
about who he plans to ask to join 
his coalition government. “The 
people won. Vetevendosje! won. We 
are the winners who will form the 
next Cabinet,” Kurti said.  AP

New York jury hears 
Rushdie stabbing 
case
Mayville: Prosecutors in the 
trial of the man accused of 
attacking Salman Rushdie 
described to jurors on 
Monday how the author 
was stabbed repeatedly in 
a frenzied assault that left 
him blind in one eye. Hadi 
Matar, a 27-year-old 
Lebanese-American who 
said “free Palestine” as he 
was led into court, is 
charged with attempted 
murder and assault over 
the August 12, 2022 attack
at an arts event in the west 
of New York state. 

British MP objects to 
‘Bengali’ signboard
London: A British MP has 
received support from Elon 
Musk after objecting to a 
signage written in English 
and Bengali at London’s 
Whitechapel station and 
demanding it be in English 
only.  Rupert Lowe, the 
Great Yarmouth MP, took to 
his official X account and 
posted a picture of the dual 
language signboard at the 
Whitechapel Station. 
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30 
Dead after bus falls into 
ravine in Gautemala City

Beijing -1 -12 SNY
Colombo 34 23 SNY
Dhaka 27 16 SNY
Dubai 25 19 SNY
Houston 28 21 SNY
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London 7 2 LR
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Melbourne 26 18 SNY
Moscow -1 -4 LC
New York 1 -1 LC
Singapore 31 25 SNY
Toronto -3 -5 LS
Washington 2 1 LS


