
ISLAMABAD

JAILED former prime minister 
Imran Khan’s party on Wednes-
day formally suspended its pro-
test here blaming the midnight 
crackdown by the authorities 
that left at least four dead and 
over 50 injured even as the PTI 
earlier claimed ‘hundreds’ were 
killed in the violent clashes 
with security personnel.

Amid concerns about the 
whereabouts of  Khan’s wife 
Bushra Bibi and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Chief  Minister Ali 
Amin Gandapur, who were 
leading the march to Islamabad 
the party said they were at 
Mansehra town, near Abbotta-
bad, of  the northwestern Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa province.

Authorities began reopening 
roads and cleaning all major 
thoroughfares vandalised dur-
ing the three-day protest by 
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf  (PTI) party.

The midnight crackdown 
forced Khan’s supporters to 
evacuate the D-Chowk and its 
adjacent main business district 
of  the capital, ending their pro-
test, which his party described 
as a ‘massacre’ under the ‘fas-
cist military regime’ even as 

police sources said about 450 
protestors were arrested in the 
crackdown.

“In view of  the government’s 
brutality and the government’s 
plan to turn the capital into a 
slaughterhouse for unarmed 
citizens, (we) announce the sus-
pension of  the peaceful protest 

for the time being,” PTI said on 
X.

Future plans would be an-
nounced ‘in light of  directions’ 
from Khan after the party’s po-
litical and core committees pre-
sented their analyses of  the 
state brutality to him. 

The party statement also con-
demned the alleged ‘killing’ 
and ‘terror and brutality 
against peaceful protesters in 
the name of  an operation’. The 
PTI urged the chief  justice to 
take suo motu notice of  the al-
leged ‘brutal murder of  mar-
tyred (party) workers’ and or-
der legal action.  PTI
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4,000
Prisoners freed in Burundi to 
ease chronic overcrowding
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Celebration in Beirut suburbs as 
Israel, Hezbollah ceasefire holds
Benjamin Netanyahu warns if Hezbollah violates agreement, it will respond

JERUSALEM

ISRAEL and Lebanon-based 
Hezbollah militants began a 
ceasefire Wednesday in a major 
step toward ending nearly 14 
months of  fighting as a region 
on edge wondered whether it 
will hold.

Some celebratory gunshots 
could be heard in parts of  Bei-
rut’s southern suburbs, bat-
tered over the past two months, 
but no immediate violations of  
the ceasefire were reported.

Israel has said it will attack 
if  Hezbollah breaks the agree-
ment, and an Israeli military 
spokesman, in an Arabic-lan-
guage X post in the first half-
hour of  the ceasefire, warned 
evacuated residents of  south-
ern Lebanon to not head home 
yet, saying the military re-
mained deployed there.

The ceasefire calls for an ini-
tial two-month halt to fighting 
and requires Hezbollah to end 
its armed presence in southern 

Lebanon, while Israeli troops 
are to return to their side of  the 
border. Thousands of  addition-
al Lebanese troopsand UN 
peacekeepers would deploy in 
the south, and an international 
panel headed by the US would 
monitor compliance.

The ceasefire began at 4 am 
on Wednesday, a day after Israel 
carried out its most intense 
wave of  airstrikes in Beirut 
since the start of  the conflict 
that in recent weeks turned 
into all-out war. At least 42 peo-
ple were killed in strikes across 

the country, according to local 
authorities.

There appeared to be linger-
ing disagreement over whether 
Israel would have the right to 
strike Hezbollah if  it believed 
the militants had violated the 
agreement, something Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
insisted was part of  the deal 
but which Lebanese and Hez-
bollah officials have rejected.

Israel’s security Cabinet ap-
proved the US-France-brokered 
ceasefire agreement after 
Netanyahu presented it, his of-

fice said.  President Joe Biden, 
speaking in Washington, called 
the agreement “good news” 
and said his administration 
would make a renewed push for 
a ceasefire in Gaza.

Any halt to the fighting in 
Lebanon is expected to reduce 
the likelihood of  war between 
Israel and Iran, which backs 
both Hezbollah and Hamas and 
exchanged direct fire with Is-
rael on two occasions earlier 
this year.

Netanyahu presented the 
ceasefire proposal to Cabinet 
ministers after a televised ad-
dress in which he listed accom-
plishments against Israel’s en-
emies. He said a ceasefire with 
Hezbollah would further iso-
late Hamas in Gaza and allow 
Israel to focus on its main ene-
my, Iran.

“If  Hezbollah breaks the 
agreement and tries to rearm, 
we will attack,” he said. “For 
every violation, we will attack 
with might.”  AP

A displaced family 
celebrates on 
Wednesday as they 
return to their 
home in Lebanon 
along with a photo 
of dead Hezbollah 
leader Hassan 
Nasrallah |  AP

Imran suspends protest after crackdown

A rally truck used by Bushra Bibi, the wife of Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran 
Khan, burns in Islamabad on Wednesday |  AP

10 killed, 21 hurt in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Ten people have been killed and 
21 others injured as clashes 

between Sunni and Shia tribes 
despite a ceasefire between them
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province

It’s Chinese defence 
minister’s turn to  
face graft probe heat
BEIJING

CHINESE Defence Minister Dong Jun has been 
placed under investigation for corruption, a report 
said on Wednesday, which would make him the lat-
est official to fall in a sweeping crackdown on graft 
in the country’s military.

Citing current and former US officials familiar 
with the situation, the Financial Times said the in-
vestigation into Dong was part of  that broader 
probe into military corruption.

If  confirmed, Dong would be the third Chinese 
defence minister in a row to fall under investiga-
tion for corruption.

Asked about the report at a regular briefing on 
Wednesday, Chinese foreign ministry spokewoman 
Mao Ning said it was just “chasing shadows” and 
did not offer further information. A former navy 
commander, he was appointed defence minister in 
December following the surprise removal of  pred-
ecessor Li Shangfu just seven months into the job.

Li was later expelled from the ruling Communist 
Party for offences including suspected bribery, state 
media said. He has not been seen in public since. 
His predecessor, Wei Fenghe, was also kicked out 
of  the party and passed on to prosecutors over al-
leged corruption.

“It’s certainly a blow... because one would imag-
ine they will be super careful to have someone very 
clean in this role,” Dylan Loh, an assistant profes-
sor at Singapore’s Nanyang Technological Univer-
sity.    “Graft probes are very commonly targeted at 
the military because of  the long historical ties be-
tween the business world and the PLA,” he said.

Beijing has deepened a crackdown on alleged 
graft in the armed forces over the past year, with 
President Xi Jinping this month ordering the mili-
tary to stamp out corruption and strengthen its 
“war-preparedness”.  AFP

WASHINGTON

PRESIDENT-elect Donald Trump 
has chosen health economist Dr. 
Jay Bhattacharya, a critic of  pan-
demic lockdowns and vaccine 
mandates, to lead the National 
Institutes of  Health, the nation’s 
leading medical research 
agency.

Trump, in a statement Tuesday 
evening, said Bhattacharya, a 
56-year-old physician and profes-
sor at Stanford University School 
of  Medicine, will work in coop-
eration with Robert F Kennedy 
Jr, his pick to lead the Depart-
ment of  Health and Human Serv-

ices, “to direct 
the Nation’s 
Medical Re-
search, and to 
make impor-
tant discover-
ies that will 
i m p r o v e 
Health, and 
save lives.”

“Together, 
Jay and RFK 

Jr will restore the NIH to a Gold 
Standard of  Medical Research as 
they examine the underlying 
causes of, and solutions to, Amer-
ica’s biggest Health challenges, 
including our Crisis of  Chronic 
Illness and Disease,” he wrote.

Trump named Jamieson Greer 
to serve as the United States 
Trade Representative (USTR) and 
appointed Kevin A Hassett as the 
director of  the White House Na-
tional Economic Council appoint-
ed Kevin A Hassett as the direc-
tor of  the White House National 
Economic Council. “Jamieson 
played a key role during my First 
Term in imposing Tariffs on Chi-
na and others to combat unfair 
Trade practices, and replacing 
the failed NAFTA deal with US-
MCA, therefore making it much 
better for American Workers,” 
Trump said.  AP/PTI

Don picks Jay
Bhattacharya 
as head of med 
research body

Court drops 1 corruption case of Razak
MALAYSIA: A Malaysian court on Wednesday allowed 

corruption charges in one of several cases linked to the 
scandal-wracked 1MDB sovereign wealth fund against 
jailed ex-prime minister Najib Razak to be dropped, his 

lawyer said. Charges dropped relates to payments of 
6.6 billion ringgit allegedly made to Abu Dhabi’s 

International Petroleum Investment Company. Najib is 
currently in jail after being convicted in one of five 

cases related to 1MDB from which billions of dollars had 
been allegedly pilfered. AFP

E X P R E S S  R E A D

No.CGM(S&P)/EZ/GM-II/III/2029 Jabalpur, dtd: 22.11.2024
ONLINE TENDER

Online Tenders are invited for following items:-

S. 
No.

TS No. 
(For e-Tendering) 

Discom-EZ/Pur

NAME OF 
ITEMS

APPROX. 
VALUE 

(Rs. in Lakhs)

TENDER FEE
(in Rs.)

Due date & time of 
opening of tender online from 15.00 

Hrs (*)

1 TS-1498 (e-Tender No.2024_
PKVVC_373776_1)

Accessories of LT 
AB Cable 45.63 2360 13.12.2024

* For updated / extended due dates for opening of tender (EMD in cover-1 & Techno-commercial bid in cover-2) please refer to the 
online key dates.
For other details visit Company’s website:- www.mpez.co.in  or  https://mptenders.gov.in
SAVE ENERGY FOR BETTER TOMORROW  C.G.M. (S&P)

MP POORV KSHETRA VIDYUT VITARAN CO. LTD.
BLOCK NO. 7, SHAKTI BHAWAN, RAMPUR, JABALPUR (M.P.) 

Tel No: 0761 2702473, 2702442, e-mail : cepurez@yahoo.in  CIN: U40109MP2002SGC015120

Government of Odisha
O�ce of the Chief Construction Engineer, 

Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur. 
E-mail Id serwcirclesbp@yahoo.com  

Bid Identification No. Road Tender Online RWCSBP-07/2024-25  No: 3411  Dated: 25.11.2024
O-723:       The Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur on behalf of Governor of Odisha 
invites online percentage rate Bid from experienced & eligible bidders for MMSY-Connecting Missing Road 
Links (MMSY-CMRL) for the year 2024-25. 
1 Name of work : Connecting Missing Road Links (MMSY-CMRL) for the year 2024-25.
2 No of works : 12 Nos details as per DTCN.
3  Estimated cost : Approximately varies from Rs.157.59 lakhs to RS.632.76 lakhs.
4 Class of Contractor. : “B”, “A” & “Special”
5 Cost of tender paper and 

mode of deposit.
: Rs 10,000/- per set.( to be deposited On-line) in favour of concerned 

Executive Engineer.
6 Mode of submission of 

tender
: Tender should be submitted only On line in website

www.tendersorissa.gov.in.(https//tendersodisha.gov.in)
7  EMD and mode of deposit : 1% of estimated cost of the work to be remitted online as mentioned 

in DTCN.

8  Summary of key dates are provided below

Procurement Officer Bid Identifica-
tion No.

Availability of Tender 
on-line for bidding

Last date& 
time for 
seeking 

clarification

Date & Time of open-
ing of tender

From To Technical 
Bid 

Financial 
Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction 

Engineer Rural Works 
Circle Sambalpur

Road Tender 
Online RWCSBP- 

07 /2024-25

02.12.2024
from

 11.00 A.M

16.12.2024 
upto 05.00 

PM

13.12.2024 
upto 5.00 

PM

17.12.2024 
at 11.00 AM

Will be 
intimated 

later
*Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in. (https//tendersodisha.gov.in) 
* Subsequent modification/ corrigendum/Addendum if required shall appear in website only. 
*  The amount put to bid is exclusive of GST.,  
*Bidder should inspect the Road before bidding and quote his rate accordingly. 

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, 
OIPR-25091/11/0006/2425  Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur
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No. 5525/        ORDER  Date. 25.11.2024
B-680:    The tender for the work “Improvement of NH-215 from Jamunalia to Dhurpada (Bypass portion) 
road from 0/000 km to 11/449 km (except from 9/000 km to 10/500 km) in the District of Keonjhar under 
State Plan for the year 2024-25” invited vide Bid Identification No CCEKC - 24/ 2024-25 is hereby cancelled 
due to non-responsive tender in First time tender call.
OIPR-34033/11/0062/2425              Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, Keonjhar

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: SUNDARGARH
AT/PO-SANKARA, SUNDARGARH-770020, E-mail address- serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com 

No. Tender Online - RWCCESNG - 13 of 2024-25 Letter No. 2634   / Dtd. 22.11.2024
e-Procurement NOTICE

1. Type of the Work: Roads (MMSY & CMRL)
2. Class of Contractor: As specified in the column-6 of the Annexure
3. Time of Completion: As specified in the column-5 of the Annexure
4. Detail Projects: As per Annexure attached
5. Estimated Cost : As specified in the column-4 of the Annexure
6. Other details:

Procurement Officer Bid Identifi-
cation No.

Availability of Tender 
on-line for bidding

Last Date & Time 
of Seeking Tender 

Clarification

Date & Time of opening of 
tender

From To Technical Bid Financial Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Chief Construction 
Engineer, Rural Works 

Circle, Sundargarh

RWCCESNG-
13 of 

2024-25

02.12.2024
11:00 AM

20.12.2024
5:00 PM

21.12.2024
5:00 PM

23.12.2024
11:00 AM

Will be 
intimated 
separately

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
 Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, (I/C)
OIPR- 25133/11/0024/2425  Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh

O-706


