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Woman gets 3-year jail term for cheating
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

A woman who helped her hus-
band deceive a young woman 
through a fake marriage, fol-
lowing a matrimonial adver-
tisement in newspapers, and 
extorted `5 lakh from the vic-
tim’s mother has been sen-
tenced to three years imprison-
ment and a fine of  `5.5 lakh. 
The Additional Sessions (VI) 
Judge, C K Madhusoodhanan, 

issued the verdict against 
Vineetha, 44, the second ac-
cused in the case, for cheating 
a young woman from Cham-
bakkara, Kochi.

The couple was arrested 
when they arrived at the Cham-
bakkara market, where the vic-
tim’s mother worked as a fish 
vendor, to demand more money. 
Vineetha’s husband, Rajeev, 
was the first accused. The cou-
ple pretended to be siblings 

when they approached the vic-
tim and her family. They then 
took the young woman and her 
mother to a temple in Anamala, 
Tamil Nadu, where they con-
ducted a fake marriage ceremo-
ny. Posing as her husband, Ra-
jeev then sexually assaulted the 
woman multiple times. Over a 
period of  time, they extorted ̀ 5 
lakh from the victim’s mother, 
convincing her of  the legitima-
cy of  the marriage. 

Fifth Syro-Malabar Church  
episcopal assembly concludes

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kottayam

THE FIFTH Syro-Malabar 
Church Major Episcopal 
Assembly has come to a 
close, culminating in a pow-
erful call to prioritise the 
involvement of  lay faithful 
in the mission areas of  the 
Church. The final docu-
ment, a result of  three days 
of  prayer and contempla-
tion by 348 delegates, in-
cluding bishops, priests, 
religious, and laity, out-
lined decisions that under-
scored the need for church 
reforms.

Centred around the main 
theme of  contemporary 
Church life and mission, 
the assembly focused on 
faith training reformation, 
increasing laity participa-
tion in evangelisation, and 
strengthening community 
bonds. The assembly is a 
modern version of  the sab-
hayogam (Church council), 
an ancient tradition of  the 
Marthoma Nasranis. 

T h e  S y r o - M a l a b a r 
Church, which has the sec-
ond largest number of  
members among the East-
ern Catholic Churches, 
seeks to intensify its evan-

gelisation along with its sis-
ter Churches, in the context 
it receiving pastoral author-
ity across India. Through 
this conference, the Church, 
as an individual Church 
that is spread all over the 
world, strives to confront 
challenges with bravery 
and foster unity and broth-
erhood within its commu-
nity. The assembly stresses 
the importance of  Church 
members being active in po-
litical and social spheres. 

The Church stands in 
solidarity with farmers’ 
children facing displace-
ment due to forest and envi-
ronmental laws, as well as 
those affected by natural 
disasters and wildlife. 

Additionally, the Assem-
bly strongly urges the gov-
ernment to address its de-
mands, including the 
immediate publication of  
the Justice J B Koshy Com-
mission report and its im-
plementation following dis-
cussions with Christian 
Churches. Minister Roshy 
Augustine, Assembly Com-
mittee convener Mar Polly 
Kannookadan, Church 
spokesperson Dr Chacko 
Kalamparampil, and oth-
ers also spoke.

Syro-Malabar Church Head Major Archbishop Mar Raphael Thattil  releases 
the final statement of the fifth Major Episcopal Assembly of the Church 
which concluded in Pala on Sunday

Cartoon Kalari concludes
Kochi: The five-day Cartoon Kalari, organised as part of the 
National Cartoon Exhibition by the Kerala Cartoon Academy, 
concluded on Sunday. “You can become smart if you grow up 
drawing. There is no point in everyone choosing the same 
path. We have to polish our creativity. It is an era of AI tools 
that draw. We don’t know how creative it can be. No matter 
what comes in, human creativity won’t disappear. We can 
succeed only by looking for new possibilities,” said Minister P 
Rajeeve at the event. Chavara Cultural Centre director Fr Anil 
Philip, Lalithakala Akademi chairman Murali Cheeroth and 
Cartoon Academy chairman Sudheer Nath spoke.

Youth Cong stages protests against Mukesh 
Kollam: In response to the resurfacing of sexual harassment 
allegations against actor and Kollam MLA M Mukesh, Youth 
Congress members organised a protest march to his official 
residence on Sunday. The Youth Congress accused the Left 
Front of providing shelter to oppressors and demanded 
immediate action. They called for the prompt recording of 
Tess Joseph’s statement and the filing of a case against 
Mukesh. Youth Congress State Vice President Vishnu Sunil 
Pandalam urged M Mukesh to resign voluntarily, following 
the example of accused individuals like Ranjith and Siddique. 

CPI(M) Kerala @CPIMKerala
The government will not allow any wrongdoer to escape. Government will 
take all necessary action on such complaints. The Chief Minister himself has 
clearly stated this earlier. Government will provide full support to those 
who wish to lodge a complaint.
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MAKING A SPLASH 
Children perform ‘uriyadi’ at the Ernakulam Tirumala Devaswom Temple as part of  

Sri  Krishna Jayanti celebrations in Kochi on Sunday |  A SANESH

Residents and heritage buffs urge  
for underpass near Pattanam site 
Without it, people have to travel quite a distance before taking a U-turn to reach the village

A N U  K U R U V I L L A  @Kochi

AS THE WORK of  the NH-66 
bypass moves ahead albeit at a 
slow pace, a demand has been 
made by the residents and also 
those working for the protec-
tion and conservation of  herit-
age sites seeking the construc-
tion of  an underpass near the 
historical site of  Pattanam.   

Speaking about the need to 
construct the underpass, P J 
Cherian, who is the chief  in 
charge of  the research activi-
ties conducted under the lead-
ership of  the Kerala Council 
for Historical Research (KCHR) 
from 2007 to 2015 and PAMA 
since 2019, says, “Considering 
the location of  the archaeologi-
cal village, the town gains in-
ternational importance. Hence, 
the demand for an underpass at 
the town junction is quite 
justified.”

He says, “It is also our com-
mitment to the future potential 
of  the archaeological site in the 
town. We have been able to find 
irrefutable evidence of  the glo-
bal sea trade that had been ac-
tive at Pattanam village nearly 
2,000 years ago. The sea trade 
happened between 300 BC and 
300 AD. Over 67 excavations 

that were conducted between 
2007 and 2022 have uncovered 
evidence of  exchanges with re-
gions that spoke 40 different 
languages. Today the world has 
recognised the fact that the 
town is the ideal location for 
the global port of  Muziris.”

Cherian urged the authori-
ties concerned to consider the 
demand wholeheartedly. 

“Providing the infrastruc-
ture that would pave way for 
the better connectivity to this 

historical site would be doing 
justice to not only the future 
generations but also the ances-
tors. While the future genera-
tion will get to see and learn 
how things were in ancient 
times, road connectivity will 
help towards study, conserva-
tion and protection of  the site,” 
he adds. 

“Here we must also remem-
ber the fact that today there is 
no other place in Kerala where 
we can find evidence of  the dai-

ly life of  our ancestors 2,000 
years ago,” says Cherian. Ac-
cording to Sanjo Joseph of  
PAMA, if  an underpass is not 
constructed, people will have to 
travel quite a distance before 
taking a U-turn to reach Pat-
tanam village. 

“It would be a great hassle 
and cause unnecessary traffic 
congestion. This would be also 
a hurdle to the tourism pros-
pects of  the village,” he says.

The intersection near the Pattanam village at North Paravoor where the residents 
and heritage buffs demand the construction of an underpass

Evidence of sea trade
According to experts there 

have been irrefutable evidence 
of the global sea trade that 

had been active at Pattanam 
village nearly 2,000 years ago. 

The sea trade happened 
between 300 BC and 300 AD. 
Over 67 excavations that were 
conducted between 2007 and 
2022 have uncovered evidence 
of exchanges with regions that 
spoke 40 different languages.

Considering the location of 
the archaeological village, 
the town gains international 
importance. Hence, the 

demand for an underpass at the town 
junction is quite justified — P J Cherian, 
chief in charge of research under KCHR
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