
3
THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,MARCH28,2025

MAHARASHTRA
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI,MARCH27

WHILEVISITINGanATMinNavi
Mumbai’sVashi,abankmanager
noticedtwomenfidgetingwith
themachine.
Concernedabouttheirsuspi-

cious behaviour and prompted
by previous customer com-
plaints about being unable to
withdraw cash, the manager
alerted the police to potential
fraudulentactivity.
OncheckingtheATM,police

and bank officials discovered
that the slotmeant for dispens-
ingcashwasblockedwithaplas-
tic sheet. This meant that the
ATMwould send SMS notifica-
tions to customers about suc-
cessful transactions, while the

cash remained trapped inside
themachine.
The investigation revealed

thataftercustomerslefttheATM,
believing they had encountered
atechnicalerror,thetwosuspects
wouldreturntoremovetheplas-
ticsheetandcollectthecash.

The police then disguised
themselves as civilians and
queued up at the ATM. A cus-
tomerwithdrewRs 20,000 but
was unable to access the cash.
When the suspects, whowere
standing behind him, allegedly
quicklymovedintotakethecash,
the police caught them red-
handed.TheVashipolicesaidthe
duo, identified as Ansar Ali and
Jaleel Ahmed, allegedly would
targetseniorcitizensspecifically.
Whileonesuspectdistracted

the customer, the other would
check themachine on the pre-
textofhelpingtofigureoutwhy
the notes were not being dis-
pensedandsteal thecashbyre-
moving theplastic sheet.
The police suspect that Ali

and Ahmed are part of a larger
groupemployingsimilar tactics

to targetunmannedATMs.
Several ATMcards andplas-

tic plates used to block the cash
dispenserwere recovered from
them.
Over the years, the police in

the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region have uncovered various
methods employed by scam-
mers to exploitATMs. Between
2016and2018, theMumbaipo-
lice cracked cases involving a
gang that cloned cards and
skimmedATMmachines.
In one instance, they founda

Romaniangangthatinstalledde-
vicestoreadtheuniqueinforma-
tion contained in themagnetic
tapesonATMcards,whichwere
laterusedtoclonecardsforfraud-
ulentwithdrawals. In 2020, two
menwere sentenced to seven
yearsinprisonforsimilarcrimes.

SOLVING
CRIME

How an alert bank manager, cops posing
as civilians in ATM queue uncovered fraud
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TWOMEN from Bhandup area
werearrested for allegedlypos-
sessing 46.8 kg mephedrone
(MD) drugs worth Rs 50 crore,
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
officials saidThursday.
The officials added that after

thearrestedaccusedclaimedthat
the seized narcotics substance
weremanufactured in a labora-
tory in Raigad, the agency con-
ducted a raid and sealed the
premises. According to the NCB
officials, the two men were
caughtonMarch22and46.8kg
of white colour powdery sub-
stance suspected to be
mephedrone were allegedly
seized fromtheirpossession.
“The drug was hidden in a

plasticcontainerattheresidence
of oneaccused,” anofficer said.
During the course of the in-

vestigation, the officials learnt
that one of the two arrested ac-
cused had manufactured the
narcotics substance in a labora-
torylocatedatMahadIndustrial
area inRaigad.
"This clandestine lab was

raided thereafter and a suspi-
cious chemicalwas seized," the
officials said.
Subsequently,itcametolight

thatthemainaccusedwasprevi-
ously booked by the DRI in two
casesandwas outonbailwhen
hecommitted thecrime.
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THE BOMBAY High Court on
Thursday constituted an expert
committee to visit government
hospitals in Nanded and
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar dis-
trictsofMaharashtraandsuggest
short-termandlong-termmeas-
urestoensurepatientsdonotdie
duetolackofmedicalfacilitiesand
infrastructureinthefuture.
The HC was hearing a suo

motu Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) that it had initiated on the
deaths of at least 45 patients at
two government hospitals in
Nanded and Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagarin2023.
Ithadinitiatedthepleataking

cognisance of news reports of
September andOctober, 2023,
pertainingto31deaths,including
that of infants at Dr Shankarrao
Chavan Government Medical
CollegeandHospitals (GMCH)in
Nandedandat least 14deaths at
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
GovernmentHospital between
October2and3,thatyear.
Lastmonth, a benchof Chief

Justice Alok Aradhe and Justice

MakarandKarnikraisedconcerns
overthe“ailing”systemofgovern-
menthospitalsinMaharashtra,af-
ternoticinglargevacanciesofdoc-
tors andnursing staff alongwith
underutilisationof budgets allo-
catedforhealthcareforsuchhos-
pitals.
On Wednesday, the Bench

formedacommitteeconsistingof
the secretary ofmedical educa-
tionandhealthservices,Director
ofHealthSciences,DeanofGrant
MedicalCollegeandJJHospitalin
Mumbai along with Deans of
GovernmentHospitalsinNanded
andChhatrapatiSambhajinagar.
TheBenchalsosaidthatadvo-

cateMohitKhanna,appointedas
amicuscuriaeinthematter,along
with intervenor Jan Arogya
Abhiyanrepresentedbyadvocate
Lara Jesani cangive their sugges-
tionstothepanel.
AfterKhannapointedoutthat

thescopeofthepublicinterestlit-
igation (PIL) was expanded for
hospitals all overMaharashtra,
Chief Justice Aradhe orally re-
marked, “Ifweask for across the
stateovernight,nosystemcanbe
overhauled immediately. We
have to take immediate steps.
Oncewrongshavebeenremedied

inthesetwohospitals,itcanbean
example.Weare keeping the is-
sues open. It iswishful thinking
that tomorrowtheentire infraof
Maharashtrawill be fine-tuned.
That does not happen immedi-
ately.Wearetryingtodoitstepby
step". "Everydistrict has aprob-
lem.We are trying to put up a
committeefirstinplace.Letthem
gotothesetwohospitalsfirst.We
are trying toputamechanismin
place....we are concernedwith
everydistrict. It isaseriousprob-
lemeverywhere.Wearenot ex-
perts...justwaitforsometime.We
will act upon recommendations
madebyexperts," JusticeKarnik
toldKhanna.
Thecourtthenaskedthepanel

to visit the twohospitals “at the
firstinstance”andtosubmit“are-
portwithregardtoinfrastructure,
medicalfacilitiesavailable”.
“Thecommitteeshallsuggest

short-termandlong-termmeas-
uresinreportsoastoensurethat
such incidents donot takeplace
inthefuture,”thebenchnotedin
its order. The court directed the
panel to complete the exercise
withintwomonthsandsoughtits
report on or before June 16, the
dateofnexthearing.

HC forms expert panel
to suggest steps to
avoid patient deaths

DEATHSINNANDED,SAMBHAJINAGARGOVTHOSPITALSTwo held with
mephedrone
worth Rs 50 cr
in Bhandup

BEATINGTHEHEAT:Peopleprotect themselves fromheat in
ThaneonThursday.Deepak Joshi
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MAHARASHTRAWILL organise
various cultural events tomarks
the birth centenary of poet
Narayan Surve from October,
2026.
StateCulturalAffairsMinister

Ashish Shelar on Thursday an-
nounced that the programmes
will beheld across variousparts
of thestate tohighlightandcele-
bratetheworksofSurve.
Theminister made the an-

nouncementwhile inaugurating
the third anniversary ofMarathi
AthavDivas at the Surve Sahitya
Sammelan at Ravindra Natya
MandirinMumbai.
Shelaralsodeclaredthatfrom

nextyear,cashprizeofRs50,000
willbeawardedinhispersonalca-
pacity to adistinguished literary
figurewhodepicts the struggles
of theworkingclass.
This awardwill bepresented

annually during the Narayan
SurveSahityaSammelan, organ-
isedaspart of theMarathiAthav
Divas.
Surve, a celebratedMarathi

poet,hadpassedaway in2010at
theageof83
TheSurveSahityaSammelan,

presidedoverbyveteran theater
artist Pramod Pawar, honoured
long-time supporters ofMarathi
Athav Divas including Bhau
Korgaonkar,Dr.MaheshKeluskar,
andAshokNaigaonkar.
Upcoming writers such as

Pradeep Awate, Yogita Rajkar,
Madhukar Matondkar, Sunil
Ubale, Sujata Raut, and Safar Ali
Isaf were felicitated with the
JahirnamaAward.
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INAbidtoensurethatallcitizens
getaccesstoqualityhealthcarefa-
cilitieswithina five-kmradiusof
residenceandtoensurethatmore
health schemes and services of
thehealthdepartment are avail-
able online, Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has directed
to set up a Public Health
InfrastructureCorporation.
AreviewmeetingofthePublic

HealthDepartmentpresidedover
by the CMwas held at Vidhan
Bhavan. During the meeting,
Fadnavisemphasisedbettercoor-
dination between the public
healthandmedicaleducationde-
partments.Hesuggestedmaking

improvementswherever neces-
sary andensure thatmost treat-
ments are available at Primary
Health Centres (PHCs). Thirteen
essential healthcare services
shouldbeprovidedatPHCsonthe
lines of TamilNadu, directed the
CM. Public Health Department
SecretaryDrNipunVinayak and
Secretary Virendra Singh pre-
sentedareportonthehealthsys-
tem of Tamil Nadu after their
studyvisit.
Thestategovernmentisstriv-

ingtoensurethathealthcareserv-
icesremainaccessibleandafford-
able for citizens. All necessary
studiesshouldbeconducted,and
comprehensive information
shouldbesubmittedpromptlyfor
effectiveimplementation,theCM
said.

CM directs to set up public
health infra corporation

Govt to organise
programmes to
mark birth
centenary of
poet Surve
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EVEN AS the Brihanmumbai
MunicipalCorporation(BMC)as-
sertsthatMumbaiproduces6,514
tonnesofsolidwasteperday,data
from the SwachhMaharashtra
Missionindicatesthatthecityac-
tually generates 9,841 tonnes
daily.Onlyintheyear2021-22the
civicbodycollected6,213tonnes
daily. This information comes
fromthereportoftheComptroller
and Auditor General (CAG) on
wastemanagement inurban lo-
calbodies.
TheCAGreport, presented in

the Assembly on Wednesday,
points out glaring discrepancies
betweentherecordsfurnishedby
the BMC and those from the
SwachhMaharashtraMission,in-
cluding the amounts of total
wastecollectedandtreated.
The difference in reported

waste generation is over 40 per
cent.WhiletheBMCreportedcol-
lecting6,228 tonnesof the6,514
tonnes of solidwaste generated
daily and treating 5,829 tonnes,

theSwachhMaharashtraMission
found that only 6,213 tonnes of
the9,841 tonnesgenerateddaily
was collected, and only 4,870
tonneswastreated.
TheBMCwasamongeightur-

ban local bodies whose data
showed significant variations
compared to the figures submit-
tedbythedirectorof theSwachh
MaharashtraMission. Accurate
assessments of the total volume
andcompositionofwastegener-
ated are crucial for urban local
bodiestoplanandimplementef-
fectivewastemanagement and
disposal systems.Thediscrepan-
cies indatahave raised concerns
regardingtheefficiencyofgarbage
collectioninthecity.Despiterais-
ingconcernsinauditsconducted
in October 2023 and again in
August and October 2024, the
BMC has not responded as of
November2024.Theauditpulled
up theMumbai civic body for its
delaysinestablishingawaste-to-
energy plant at the 311-acre
Deonardumpingground,where
over51lakhmetrictonnesofun-
processedwaste accumulated
oversixyearsuntil2021-22.

Mumbai generates over
9,800 tonnes solid waste
daily; BMC says 6,514 tonnes
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