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NEW DELHI: Jailed Jammu 
and Kashmir MP Engi-
neer Rashid on Wednes-
day sought custody 
parole to attend the 
upcoming Parliament 
session, claiming he was 
not a security threat.

Rashid’s counsel made 
the submission before 
additional sessions judge 
Chander Jit Singh, who 
reserved the verdict for 
March 7 after hearing 
arguments on the plea.

The plea seeking 
Rashid’s interim bail or 
custody parole was filed 
by advocate Vikhyat 
Oberoi on February 27, 
following which the 
court sought the National 
Investigation Agen-
cy’s (NIAs) response on 
March 3.

The counsel previ-
ously argued that Rashid 
was seeking custody 
parole being a parlia-
mentarian and needed 
to attend the upcoming 
session to fulfil his public 
duty.

Custody parole entails 
a prisoner being escorted 
by armed police person-
nel to the place of visit.

Oberoi said the Delhi 
High Court had granted 
custody parole for two 
days enabling Rashid to 
attend the parliamentary 
sessions.

Referring to Rashid’s 
submission of questions 
on the functioning of 
J&K departments in Par-
liament, the lawyer said, 
“I have put in questions 
for all those depart-
ments. And I am there-

fore requesting debates 
on all those questions. I 
completely abide by the 
ruling of the high court 
(that its order of custody 
parole will not be treated 
as a precedent)...I am 
only trying to argue that 
in the face of the evi-
dence, I am not a secu-
rity threat.”

He argued Rashid as 
a parliamentarian rep-
resented 45 per cent of 
Kashmir and so he could 
be allowed to represent 
his constituency.

“I am only requesting 
that he (Rashid) needs 
to go to Parliament for 
the people. It is not my 
condition. It is not my 
contention that it is the 
fundamental right of my 
client to attend Parlia-
ment. It is my summation 
that it is a fundamental 
duty to attend it,” the 
counsel said. The NIA 
counsel opposed the sub-
mission and said being a 
parliamentarian, did not 
entitle a person excep-
tions from the effect of 
detention. “Today, he is 
a person who is an MP 
(seeking custody parole 
on grounds of fulfilling 
his duty). Tomorrow, a 
doctor may be saying 
that I am accused of an 
offence, but I need to 
conduct surgery to save 
the lives of people,” the 
NIAs counsel argued.

Sheikh Abdul Rashid, 
known as Engineer 
Rashid, defeated Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah 
in the 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls in Baramulla.

‘Not a security threat’: 
Engineer Rashid to court

Rashid’s regular bail application 
is pending before the court

Rashid’s counsel made the submission before Court, who reserved the verdict for March 7.
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Rashid’s regular bail 
application is currently 
pending before the court.

The second part of Par-
liament’s budget session 
would begin on March 10 
and end on April 4.

The judge on Septem-
ber 10 granted interim 
bail to Rashid to enable 
him to campaign for the 
assembly elections in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Rashid surrendered in 
Tihar Jail on October 27.

He has been lodged 
in Tihar jail since 2019 
after he was arrested by 
the NIA under the Unlaw-

ful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act in a 2017 terror 
funding case. The Delhi 
High Court on February 
24 directed the sessions 
judge to expeditiously 

decide the bail plea of 
Rashid in the case. 

The high court passed 
the directions in view 
of a December 24, 
2024 order, by which  
the sessions court 
requested the district 
judge to transfer the case 
to a court designated to 
try lawmakers.

HIGHLIGHT

z Rashid surrendered 
in Tihar Jail on October 
27.

z Rashid’s name 
cropped up during 
probe of Kashmiri 
businessman Zahoor 
Watali.

PALAMU

CRPF DG meets 
family of slain 
jawan 
CRPF chief Gyanendra 
Pratap Singh on Wednes-
day visited the family 
of a slain personnel in 
Jharkhand’s Palamu dis-
trict who laid down his 
life during a recent anti-
Naxal operation in Chhat-
tisgarh, officials said.

The director general 
(DG) of the paramilitary 
force is on a daylong 
tour of the state. Head 
Constable Mahima Nand 
Shukla (46) was griev-
ously injured in an impro-
vised explosive device 
(IED) blast on February 
11 in Chhattisgarh’s Dan-
tewada district. He was 
lifted in a chopper to Rai-
pur and later shifted to 
the AIIMS in Delhi for bet-
ter treatment. He how-
ever, succumbed to his 
injuries on February 20. 
A picture of Shukla, with 
both his legs blown off 
and his uniform soaked 
in blood, lying calmly 
with his right hand under 
his head on the ground 
in a jungle was circulated 
widely on social media 
that day. 

NEWSLINEBJP questions 
Naxalites surrender 
in Karnataka
Press Trust Of India

BJP wondered how 
Maoists turned 
up soon after CM  
appealed to them on 
‘X’ to give up arms.

BENGALURU: The opposi-
tion BJP in Karnataka on 
Wednesday questioned 
the way the Naxalites 
(Maoists) surrendered 
in the state, wondering 
how the members of the 
outlawed unit turned up 
soon after Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah appealed 
to them on ‘X’ to give up 
arms and join the main-
stream of the nation.

During the discus-
sion on the Governor’s 
speech, BJP MLA V Sunil 
Kumar said Naxalites 
killed several people. 
People living in the Mal-
nad and coastal region 
live in fear. Policemen 
carried out several comb-
ing operations, but they 
could not locate the Nax-
alites. Several warnings 
could not deter them 
and made them surren-
der, the former minis-
ter said. But soon after 
a tweet by the chief 
minister, Naxalites sur-
rendered and the state 
was declared Naxal-free. 
“We welcome Naxalites 
surrendering, but our 
objection is to the pro-
cess which was not duly 
followed. What does 

it mean that soon after 
you (CM) tweet, they 
(Naxalites) come to your 
office and surrender?” he 
sought to know. 

Six Naxalites surren-
dered on January 8, a 
week after Siddarama-
iah’s appeal via social 
media post.

Kumar also ques-
tioned the Congress gov-
ernment’s claim that no 
serious law and order 
situation prevailed in the 
state, saying what was 
its take on the riots in  
Udayagiri police station 
and the broad daylight 
robbery in Bidar and 
Mangaluru. 

FASTFACTS

z 6 Naxalites 
surrendered on Jan 8, a 
week after CM’s appeal 
via social media post.

z BJP questioned 
Congress govt’s claim 
that no serious law 
and order situation 
prevailed in state.
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